
Dear Minister Bowen, Minister Plibersek & Premier Minns 02 February 2024

The ongoing challenges to our natural environment, marine ecosystems and energy security caused
by the continued climate crisis has motivated local organisations representing workers,
environmentalists, communities, and businesses to advocate for and advance the responsible
development of Offshore Wind off the Hunter Coast.

Our aim is to maximise local secure jobs, environmental protections, community benefits, energy
security, new sustainable industries and economic prosperity across the Hunter Region.

We call on the Australian & NSW Governments to act immediately to achieve these outcomes.

Australian Government must-
● Issue Feasibility Licences for the Hunter Offshore Wind Zone
● Make reforms to the National Environmental Laws (EPBC Act) to enshrine a fair say for the

community and clear protection for threatened wildlife habitat, including new measures to
protect wildlife in the offshore environment.Ensure there is Independent Environmental
Expertise and genuine community participation built into the impact assessment processes.

● Hunter Region Federal MP’s to champion the responsible development of Offshore Wind
including these improved environmental protections, community participation processes and
the local jobs and opportunities.

State Government must-
● Commit to protecting the environment through the development of Offshore Wind.
● Formulate an Offshore Wind Implementation Strategy providing for local jobs,, industry

development, environmental protections, a port assembly area, grid connection,
procurement and community & traditional owner benefits.

● Hunter Region State MP’s to champion the responsible development of Offshore Wind
including these improved environmental protections, community participation processes and
local jobs and opportunities.



Justin Page Coordinator Hunter Jobs Alliance
Ivan Waterfield CEO HunterNet
Brian Craighead Energy Renaissance
Jacqui Mumford CEO NSW Nature Conservation Council
George Woods Lock the Gate
Johanna Lynch Hunter Community Environment Centre
Jaden Harris LEAN
Danielle Coleman Hunter Renewal
David Barrow Hunter Community Alliance
Iain Watt President EconNetwork
Alec Roberts CLEANaS
Elianor Gerrard Community Power Agency
Zack Schofield Rising Tide
Dr James Whelan Climate Action Newcastle
School Strikers
Yes 2 Renewables

Leigh Shears Secretary Hunter Workers
MUA Newcastle Branch
ETU NSW & ACT Branch
AMWU NSW & ACT
National Tertiary Education Union
NSW Nurses & Midwifes Association
ASU NSW & ACT
CPSU
UWU
Teachers Federation
IEU


